


























































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 6
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of these stream assessments will be used to help develop watershed management
programs. The following recommendations are made as a starting point in determining what
components are necessary for the management plan. The recommendations are made based upon
maintaining or improving the functionality of each stream.

1.

A more detailed erosion and sediment source survey should be made for each creek. This
will help identify areas where improvements to water quality and sediment transport can be
made. The surveys can be conducted at a very low cost. The cost of making improvements
is unknown and could be expensive.

Conduct water quality monitoring in association with the stormwater management program.
This would include sediment loading sources, construction site erosion, urban runoff (oil and
other petroleum based products), and golf course management of chemicals.

Increase construction site erosion control through enforcement and education in association
with the stormwater quality program. Currently erosion control measures at construction
sites near streams and drainages are not always effective.

Improve on a water quality databases of different reaches of each creek. To date there is little
or no information on water quality for several of these creeks. This type of program would
be effective in periodically assessing the condition of the watershed. The sampling should be
conducted during wet and dry conditions. This could be done two or three times a year for
three years followed by periodic sampling.

Each creek should be analyzed for restoration potential, if needed. Reporting of this should
include project description, feasibility, limitations and first approximation cost estimates.
This type of work can be as simple as re-vegetating the creek with native plants, fencing
reaches for livestock control, or allowing the creek access to a natural flood plain. It could
also be expensive such as redesigning and constructing culverts at major road crossings.

A public education program on the Stream Ordinance is strongly recommended for
unincorporated area residents. This may also include a survey of individual lots and
communication with these owners.

The City of Sparks and the City of Reno should develop a Stream Ordinance policy and
actively engage in a public education program. This is to help restrict development's
encroachment upon creeks and the North Truckee Drain. It could also be used to bring these
water features to the public's attention and thereby increase public support for access,
enhancement and/or restoration.

A review of the City of Sparks stormwater discharge program to the drain and its
effectiveness should be undertaken. The review should address stormwater effects on erosion
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10.

11.

12.

and sediment transport to the Truckee River. The surveys can be conducted at a very low
cost. The cost of making improvements is unknown and could be expensive.

The City of Sparks and Washoe County should explore recreational development of the drain
throughout its course in Spanish Springs. This could entail the same type of design the City
of Sparks has done for the drain south of Shadow Lane. The design might actually increase
the drain width, develop room for more flood plain, and increase native vegetation. This
would provide wildlife habitat and result in a water feature that increases the quality of life to
the City of Sparks community.

A White Top Eradication program is strongly recommended for the flood plain area of the
South Truckee Meadows, generally east of US 395, Chalk Creek and the North Truckee
Drain. Programs for eradication are available. Because this invasive plant is so wide spread,
total eradication would be relatively expensive. Program elements would be:

mow in early spring

treat with appropriate herbicide such as 2,4,D

repeat 2 times a year for two to three years

revegetate with desirable plants

Restoration efforts on Jumbo Creek should be undertaken to eliminate erosion, restore the
creek to its natural state and to create better flood protection.

Ranching operations are potential sources of nutrient (nitrogen and phosphate) loading to the

Truckee River, particularly for Thomas, Evans and Sunrise Creeks. Proper land management
practices should be used to alleviate this problem.
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